Now in its thirty-first year, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, the Journal of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, has seen many changes in its presentation since the publication of Volume 1, Number 1 in August 1972.
Since 1972, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care has steadily grown to be an international journal of considerable standing, with forty per cent of subscriptions and content now being from overseas.
Over the last thirty years there have been many subtle changes in the journal format, in line with development of printing techniques and publication design.
In 1992, because of the number of submissions accepted for publication, the Editorial Board found it necessary to increase the number of issues per year from four to six. Since that time the volume of text in each issue has continued to grow.
Also in the early 1990s, electronic archiving of all past and current issues was commenced. An Anaesthesia and Intensive Care website was established, with the table of contents of each issue and links to our abstracts in PubMed, followed by full abstracts online at our website. The production of our first CD ROM, Volumes 21-27, 1993-1999, was achieved after much careful research by journal staff and members of the Editorial Board. With the expert assistance of Icon Computer Publishing, we were able to develop a fully searchable, user-friendly CD in both HTML and PDF formats. Following the success of this venture, as judged by the appreciative feedback from readers, a second CD ROM was completed, published in February of this year and covering the years 1996-2001. This has been distributed to all members of the Society and to other subscribers free of charge.
The careful and detailed planning and development of the CD ROM has led directly to our website publication of full text online. Anaesthesia and Intensive Care has, of February this year, gone live on our greatly improved and updated website at www.aaic.net.au All members of the Society and other subscribers can obtain password access to this facility by application online through our website or by contacting our Production Manager at the Society head office.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care now features advanced full text functionality and provides users with the ability to link to references using CrossRef and to other articles at PubMed. As online publication makes it possible for ongoing modifications and improvements to be implemented at any time, we invite and indeed welcome corrections, criticisms and suggestions concerning this new presentation via the feedback facility on the website.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care continues to be produced and published in-house by the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, with the professional expertise and assistance of Icon Computer Publishing. It is envisaged that our Journal will continue to be published in both hard copy and electronic formats, and to continue to address new modes of publication according to demand and availability.
This issue of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care includes original papers on a variety of intensive care and anaesthesia subjects. Also included are three interesting Special Reports. The first of these presents the problems of critical care of the Aboriginal people of Australia's far north, and the challenges for intensivists and other health workers in this unique field, where the culture of indigenous people must be understood and respected and their special needs addressed sympathetically. Two other reports describe the implementation of a disaster plan immediately following the Bali bombings on October 12, 2002, and the appropriateness and shortcomings of that plan. The authors stress the benefit of Darwin Hospital already having a disaster plan which could be modified for this occasion and their response and cooperation with Australian Defence Force personnel. They describe their experiences in prioritising patients, managing their definitive treatment with limited facilities in a relatively small hospital and finally discuss the aftermath and relative efficacy of debriefing. -18 MARCH 2003 
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